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Messagefrom the Principal:

Dear Paens/Caregvers

The first month of school hasflown by very quickly for
us here Teaclershave beenbusy egalishing routines
ard setting expectations for your children.

In Segember, we hadthe Terry Fox Run and al
looniesand tooniescollecedare givento the Terry Fox
fund to help support researchin the area of cancer.

Our Curri culum night washeld Monday
Sepember17™. Paerts metbriefly with meand there
wassome conversation around the Combined grades
As wassaid to parerts, within aclass of studerts
(whetherit be straight or combined grades), there are
always arange of ahbilitiegskills. Studernsacces
knowledge/skills at differert ratedpace. Up until more
recerily, the Island School had combined grades
However, for many of our newer staff, thisis a new
experience. | have every confidencein their ahility to
meetthe needs of all our children, both acadmically and
socially. To support the staff, | have invited our family
of school Q4 iteracy Coachto offer a workshop to our
primary teacherson strategesto support studertsin the
combinedgrade setting.

Asyou recall, Terry our beloved bus driver, has
left the school. Cathy Jarvis & David Hyland areour
main driversthisyear Tharksto Paks Dept. we have
namedthe turn in to the school Orerry Kimball LaneO.
He will be invitedback to a ribbon cutting ceremony as
we offi cially put up the sign.

Medical infor mation for ms must be returnedto
the school in order for childrento participate in off-
school acivities i.e.cross country runs meets. If we do
not have these forms we camot send achild on afield
trip.

The Ferry schedule changes October 9th™ (right
after tharksgiving). This means we will be arriving ard
deparing @ Wards. Thereisno change in departure or
arrival times The number of runs during the day are
limited Pleag make sure you call the school if your
childislatein ariving.

Attachedisalist of all the events at the school
for 2007-08. Plea® post this atyour homeso you can
be sure not to miss ary special happernings at the school.

Sditball and cross country isin full swing at
the school. Competitions for these teamsare happening
overthe next weekor two. Pleag make sure you watch
for pemission formsso your child canparticipate.

Photo Day is Tuesday, October 23™. Put on asmile!

Li cecheck day is Tuegday, October 30". Pleag be
vigilart in checking your childOseadregularly. Help us
remind childrennot to share hats.

NUT ALL ERGY

It hascometo my attertion that we have a child in the
Gibraltor Day Care/Nursery with anallergy to nuts. As
you know, thisis a serious and possibly life threatening
situation for the child. Please ernsure your child doesnot
cometo school with nut products. Thark you

HOME AND SCHOOL

By the time you readthis, the Patluck BBQ & Annual
gereralmeeting will have happened We continueto
look for ideasfor parert evening sessions. If you havea
topic that you believe would be useful for other parents to hear
about, please call Lorraine Methven.

Grade 6 Transition Parent Night

Just as in the past, | will be hosting an evening for all our
Grade 6 parents to get information about the transition for
their child from Grade 6 to 7. We will have information on
alternative schools and | hope to have available our Guidance
Resource Teacher to talk about the process of optional
attendance. Keep your eyes open for aflier. We usually do
this near the end of November. Information nights at middle
schools are usually in early January.

LABEL

Plea label your childO$elongings, eecially
backpacks, lunch boxesand jackets. Lost & Foundis
starting to build up with the above items.

Hot Lunch isundemway. If you have not signedup ard
areintereded, please contact Chris Webster. She
requirespostdated cheques

TRANSPORTATION

Just areminder: End of day Pick-upis4:25p.m. It is
important that you are on timeto meetyour children In
the evert of anemergency you cancall the school cell at
416-729-7183. Our boat supervisorsthisyearare:
Annie Cameron & Werdy Seatr (in the morning) and
Werdy Seaer, DanBart& DanjelaValcic. Danjelais
also helping in the lunchroom.

SAFE SCHOOL ARRIVAL PROCEDURES

To ersure the safe arrival of your child atschool, please
call 416-393-1910 to report anabserce. Attendarceis
takenat9:15 a.m. If your child is alsent and the school
hasnot received atelephone call stating the student will
be away, the offi ce will contactyou. An arswering
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serviceis availabe on the school telephone line for
incoming cal's before 8:15.

Lorraine

HEL P!
Pareits, we needyour help. The staff and students are
eager to getthe Publishing Certre up and running, but
we canonly do it with your help. If you cangive alittle
time (mornings, afternoons, wherever) we would
appreciate your help.

For parerts new to our school, the Publishing
Certre is where students submit piecesof writing that
they areparticularly proud of and we turn them into
books. We needpeaple who cantype, and/or arewilling
to interview studerts and take their pictures WeQIshow
you whatOsnvolved 1tOs great way to support and the
school and your children

If you canhelp, plea® contact Karen Maxwell at
the school or Jeamine Perrin (DelaneyOsnom) atthe
ferry docks.

Tharks,
Karen Maxwell

AFTER FOUR PROGRAM

Linda Wilson hasattacted some samplesof after 4
courses If you or anyone you now would like to teacha
course, plea® lether know ASAP. Anyone working
TDSBMUST HAVE A POLICE checkwhich will cost
$48.15 and takesatlead 2 months to completer. Any
otherideasaregreaty appreciated Our numbers so far
arequite small and thereis a good chancethat some
eveningswill be carcelled

Linda Wilson

Upcoming Dates

Monday, Oct. 8 B Tharksgiving

Thursday, Oct. 18 B City Finals (coss country)
Thursday, Oct. 25 DMeda Literacy Night
Tueday, Oct. 30 BLice Check

Classreom News

Kindergart en News

The Kindergartenyear hasstarted with a
wonderful energy Bsongs, rhymes helpersand learning
about eachother. From the first weekwhenfamilies
came to school to meettheir childOsew teacher ard do
avariety of activitiestogetherto childrencoming
togetherin their diff erent combined classes Aswith the
other primary classesin the school, this year,thereare 2
combined JK/SK classesinsteadof 1 straight JK class
ard 1 SK class. It isatremerdous berefit for everyone
Bthe JK Osearnthe OrgegOof school from the SK Osand
the SKOdecane helpful leacersard guides The SKOs
arekeento teachtheir new young friends and eachnew
JK hassomeane looking out for them. In addition, a
number of

Mr CapanOgracde 3 students have either come
in to help the young studerts or have mace requed to
help the youngeg childrenin the school. Whata
wonderful way to foster a community of students with
empathy and compassion.

As with the Grade 1/20swe succesfully raised
ard released 3 monarch butterfliesfor the journey to
Mexico. It wassometing we watchedwith great
interes and it wasvery exciting to watch one emege
from its chrysalis, tharks to OwenJones(JK) and then
seethem all safely fly away. Mary tharksto Govein
Grade 1/2 and EmilyOgGr 4) mom Megan who donated
Monarch caterpillarsto our class.

While the warm weater continues youQl seeus
outside exploring the school grounds and surrounding
areakeepng our eyesopenfor signs of animals getting
ready for the cold-weather approaching. Fal isa
mag cal sea®n to see chargesand the Kindergarten
childrenwill be keepng a sharp look-out. You can
count on it.

Kim Saunders

AnaOsGrade 1/2

Welcometo anew yea ingrade 1 and 2! | had
achanceto meetsome of you at curriculum night and |
hope to meeteveryone else atthe BBQ.

Wearein full swing in our clasroom- learring
and practicing routinesaswell asdoing lots of readng,
writing and learring. Allisterand Gove brought in
caterpillarsfor our hakitarium and we watchedtwo of
themtransform into chrysalisO.We have releagd 2
butterfliesalread/ and arewaiting on athird butterfly to
magcaly emerge fromits chrysalis. Our butterflies
have brought great erthusiasn and appreciation for
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learring in the out-of-doors. In the next week, we will
participate in the Journey North (you cangoogl e it)
program. We will create our own monarch butterflies
(on paper), write a mesage in Spanish and thensend
themdown to kidsin Mexico who await the migration
everyyear. In the spring we will receive butterflies
(symbolic migration) from kids around Carada or the
U.S. | will explain more on my website aswe start

WriterOsvorkshop is also on itsway ard | truly
have a group of brilliart writerOs$n our class. They have
truly amazedme with their efforts and talerts alread;.
We have also beenpracicing our language certre
acivitiesasawhole group aswe prepare for guided
readng groups and language certre rotations. | canOt
believeit isthe end of Segember alread;.

Plea® checkmy website every few days asl
update classroom events and happenings on adaily
bads. The welsiteis:
www.teaclerweb.com/ON/IslandPublicNaturalScienceS
chool/AnaFmseca/

Seeyou soon, Ana

BrookeO&rade!
Hello Grade One and Two Friends and Families

I hope that everyone had avery redful and
enjoyalde summer, because thereis no time for reding
arnymoreE  School isin full swing!

The childrenin the Grade One/Two class are
incredbly outgoing, bright and eager. It isgoingtobea
fabulous yearfilled with adverture and growth. We
have quickly egallishedour class routinesand rulesand
the students areworking very hardto follow them

In addition, many of our class programs have
already started, (Language Certres WriterO&Vorkshop,
Spelling, etc.). Homework is going home every Friday
and | appreciate you helping your child bring it bad to
school with them on Monday morning. Borrow-a-Book
hasalso started Your childisencouragedto participate
in this exchange eachday, but remember in order to
selecta new book, the old one hasto be returned. | have
also sert home a letter with the Conversation Corner
datesfor the year. Plea® post this somewhere and help
your child prepare for their projectin advance. Aswell,
spelling lettershave come home. If your childisin
Grade 1 we will be focusing on begnning sounds of
words for the next severalweeks. Grade 20save
weekly words to study and practicefor their Friday teds.

Our class hasbeenalive with butterfliesand
otherliving things this month. We were very fortunate
to witness the growth and metamorphosis of 2 Monarch
Caerpllars The childrenhave becanewell versed with
the world of butterflies

I would like to say thark you to everyone for
bringing in their cardboard boxes If you havent
brought thisin plea® try to do so assoon aspossible.
Also, if you havent returnedyour Parert Suvey, pleag
have your child bring it to school with them. It is
importart thatyour child bringsin anextra pair of
clothesto school, just in case. Just ersure thatall of
your child's belongings areclealy labelled with their
name

If you have any questions please contact me at the
school!

Brooke

The 23'sof Mr. C - Part One

Once there wasa group of studerts who were of
different ages sizes and heights. They all
woke up one Seggember morning to find themselves
stumbling bleary-eyedtowards school. Upon
arrival, they looked up, waaaaayup and saw their giant-
liketeacker Mr. C smiling down upon
them. Of course, there werebutterfliesflittering about
in all stomacts for the first few days. But
asthe weels wert on, the butterfliesfl utteredaway and
were replaced by Reptiles, Plants, Amphibians,
Mammals, Birds and Insects. Thelife cyclesof these living
things were discussed and soon Patterns
began to emerge, and the students began Counting and Sorting
all of these creatures. Now, thiswas all
fine and dandy but there was more to discover! We soon
found that our class was made up of so many
different cultures and that our parents and grandparents were
from so many parts of the world. This
was cause of much ballyhoo and Celebrations of al the
Traditions these cultures produced. In order,
to not let these incredible discoveries escape our minds like
those first week butterflies we began our
Writer's Workshop to archive these stories and hone our skills
as authors. So far, things are humming
along like so many hummingbirds as we are learning the
routines and important parts of our Classroom
Community. Also, we have found that as weincreasein
height, grade and age, our homework grows
like amagic beanstalk! This, however, makes some of the
students wish they had traded their magic beans
for that cow.
Until next time! (Perhaps not in the sameformai)

Mr. C and the 23's
AdamOsGrade 3
Hello Island School Families

Welcome to a new school yea. | amso happy to
be teaching and learning with so mary of the students
from class lag year! September hasbeena month of
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reacaainting ourselvesto the ‘familiar and making
discoveriesabout 'the new'.

In the first month, we have begun mary
componerts of the language program, including Writer's
Workshop and Readng Regonses We just learred our
first cursive vowel, so weteready to start writing some
wordsin our cursive writing.

Math hasfocused heanily on Number Patterns
and Strateges The Grade 3s have beenworking hard at
seeing beyond whats on the page.

Into October, we will begn our study of Growth and
Changesin plarts for Science. We will also startto study
the early settlersin Upper Canadaand seeif we can
repicate some of the tradtional practcesof the peaple
we call Pioneers

Aswell, the studerts areerjoyed working with
Mr. Bartfor apot-pourri of activities and Ms. Maxwell
during the first-ever scheduled periods in our new
Computer Lab.

Well have more news from Grade 3 next month.
Until then, Happy Autumn.

Mr. Cagan

Barry OGrade 4

OH, my nameis Barry ard | teech grace four. |f
you wart to seeme you have to come to my door!O
Now letOgjet seriousElt Osanew year, itOs new grade
and it looks like itOgjoing to be exciting. The new batch
of kids this yearmears a new group of parertsthat have
not hadthe pleasire of meetng, but | do hope to getto
know you soon.

We have started the year with afocus on
edallishing classroom routinesand expeciations. Most
of our programareaswill bein full swing by the time
you readthis newsletter. In language we arereadng
aloud the book (Barry BoyhoundOby Andy Spearman |
amusing this book to model readng regonsesand a
novel study outline. Theyearin math hasstartedwith a
unit on numbersense. Currertly in social studieswe are
focusing on mapping skills and our unit in scienceis
hahitats.

A couple of remindersthe kids record their
homework on adaily badsin their agendas | ak that
you checkthem on a daily bass and sign when
homework in complete. Secandly, the kids are involved
in physical aciivity everyday. It isextremely importart
that they have footwearfor this acivity.

Seeyou atthe BBQ. (DonObe late Ocase the
foodisgreatO

Barry North

MargaretOsGrade5
Hello Grade 5 Families

Thiswill be my lag newsletter until Septemler
2008...hard to believe!!
It hasbeengreat spending the begnning of the year with
the same wonderful students, one fabulous new studernt
ard one greaty missedreturning studert. Because of
my familiarity with maost of the studerts, we were able to
get started right away with our math, language, scierce,
ard social studiesprograms. |I'm sure the studerts loved
having math homework on the first night of school. Asa
class we have beenstudying biographiesand now the
studerts aregetting ready to hand in their biography
project. The students have chosenavariety of pegple
to reearch such asBach, Da Vinci, Wayne Gretzky,
Lance Armstrong, NormanRockwell, and Hilary Duff.
It appeas asthough they have ernjoyedthis assignmert.

| would like to thark all of the parents for all of
their support both thisyearand lag. | have loved
working with this amazing grade class. Also, thanks to
the Grade 5 class for the wonderful surprise party that
they hadfor me..it wasconvenently scheduled during
mat class...very intereding.

At this point, it givesme greatpleagire to
welcome Mr. Cotsaftis asthe new Grade 5 teacher. Mr.
C hasalready spernt mary days working with the class
both lag yearand thisyear. Heisfull of fresh ideasand
I know that he will fit seamlessly into the school
community. Happy Fall to you all
MargaretAppel

Jenny L eeSheeOS&rade 6
Whats Up in Grade 6?

Wow! It's amazing to think that were almaost
finishedour first month of Grade 6! Before you know it
wel'll betalking about EQAO teging, our trip to Quebec
City and graduation. But lets start with whats been
going on in Segember.

We started off the year by discovering
connections betweenstuderts. Did you know that
Emiliyaand Aisha both like the book Beaging for
Charnge? Or that Mi chaeland Jack both like playing
World of Waraaft? After discovering connections with
atleas six studerts, we eachcreateda pieceof artthat
showed what the connecions were. Oksara's piece
showedleaweson avine, Milesusedtrophiesto display
his connecions, and Isakella wasthe moon in a sky full
of starry similarities
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In Sccial Studiesand Language Arts we have
beenleaning about Native Caradans. Right now we are
doing research on how the diff erert groups reliedon
nature to meettheir needs, such asfood, clothing, shelter
and trarsportation. We readcreation storiesby seven
different groups and then chose afavourite one. From
that story we chose animportant scene or symbol to
illustrate. Up on the wall are some amazing piecesof art,
like Anya's picture of ravenis transformaton and
Elearor's picture of the sparronv and ravenfrom the Inuit
creaton story, and Jack'sillustration of the Giart
Glooscapfrom the creation story of the peagple of the
Eagernwoodlands.

In Math we have beenworking with big
numbers learrng how to compare and order numbers
up to abillion! We have also started working on basc
computation review, rememkering how addition and
subtracion facts are related, and practicing
multiplication. Tharksto Niki for bringing a new
method to us from Los Angeles the lattice method.
Cometalk to someme in Grade 6 and we canshow you
anew ard eay way to do long multiplicaion problemsd

WeVe got some exciting things coming up in
Grace 6, including a studert teacter from the Facuty of
Educaton atthe Univerdty of Toronto, Ms. Calleen
McPhail, who will be starting her teaching block mid-
October. We will be going to the Sheldon Outdoor
Educaion Centre atthe begnning of November, ard
therewill be aparert informaton night about the spring
trip to Quebec City at the begnning of October. Ask
your child for newslettersand information shees that
will be coming home soon.
Jemifer Lee Shee

Library News.....

WeOg beenvery busy in the library already this
month. | have just completeda full invertory (which has
never beendone before) so that we canbring everything
up-to-date. At thispoint, we have 6386 books on the
shelvesand about another 100 waiting for meto
cailogue. Lag year, we purchasedjust under 1100 new
books!! Since weOe started keeping track, our book
check-outs by studerts have shown stead/ growth, from
198 books per month, to 367 books per month (stats for
October checkouts, 2004 and 2006) | will continueto
focus on providing new ard enriching materials for the
studerts throughout the year.

And speaking of new ard erriching
materials...... the Book Fair iscoming!! We will be
holding this yearOBair from Oct. 22 - 26, so mark your

calerdars If you are alle to help out with set up, selling
or take down, pleag let me know.

Did you know thatyour childrencanacces
mary internet reourcesfor free?? You just have to use
our library webpage. Typein
Owvw_torontoislandschool.comOand click on QibraryO
in theright hand meru. Thatwill take you straight to
our library webpage. If you wart to use the
Encyclopeda (the grade 4 - 6 students will be using
themregularly thisyear) you will needthe following
login and password:

Grolieracces. LOGIN torondsh2
PASSWORD torol264

This onlineresourceis part of the OnvisibleO
web. It isnot apublicinterretsite, though it is accesed
by subscription using awebaddress. The TDSB has
paid for the subscription so thatall TDSB studerts may
have acces.

Whileyou are on the library web page, click on Link to
Learning. You will find mary suitabeinternetsitesthat
aredirecty linkedto your childOgurriculum.

Karen Maxwell

On aMusica Note....

smary of you areaware, the music room is O
moreO It is offi cially the Frerch room, so music is
being held in the library (asit wasin previous yeas).
Primary classeshave beenlearring to readperform basc
music patterns and are singing songs about charecter
building. The junior claseshave startedwith theary, as
well assongs to complemert the social studies
programs
That@ all for now

KarenMaxwell

Welcome back from ENVIRONEWS!!!

Hope you enjoyedyour summer vacaton! The
EcoSchool committeewould like to thark and
congratulate you for all of your hardwork lag year.

Y our efforts helpedto ersure that we were awarded with
agold EcoSchool seal the highed lewvel of recagnition.
Our tharksto all studerts, parerts, teactersard
supporting staff for making sure that we kept our high
ervironmertal standing.

We hope to continue with mary of the worth-
whileinitiaivesthat we beganlad year. Alread/, as
mary of you know, we have begun our litterless lunch
cammign. Our goal isto make sure thatall students and
teactersbring lunchesthat produce absolutely no
garbage. Your helpisneeded Pleag make sure that
whenlunchesare packed thatthey arecompletely
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garbage-free - insteadof pladic bags, wrappers, and
disposable cars, we encourage eachof you to use
reusahl e bottlesand containersfor your lunch. If all off
us participate, we will meetour goal of having
absolutely no garbage in the dining room. This week
garbage hasbeen sent home with the students so that
they, ard the adults helping them at home, will seehow
much garbage they produce ard will know where they
cancontinue to make charges Tharksin advance for
your help with this!

Our composting and recycling programs have
begun again. The grade four class, under the direction of
Barry North, hasacepedthe tak of empying our
recycling containersand arealso involvedin dumping
the compost calleciedat lunchinto our compost facility
on site. This hasgreaty reducedthe amount of garbage
that we produce at the Island Schoal. In fact, 88% of our
garbage hasbeendiverted from landfills through these
efforts! Letskeepthisup!

By the time this newsletter arrivesathome, we
will also have participatedin the "GreatCamadan
Shoreline CleanUp", where we will cleanup alarge
secion of the shoreline of Lake Ontario from the pierto
the Gibralter Pant Certre for the Arts, aswell as
Frarklin's Garden Tharksto all students who will be
participating, and to KarenMaxwell for organizing all of
the detailsto make it possible.

We arelooking again for studerts, parerts,
caretking staff, kitchenstaff, and teacherswho would
be willing to sit on our EcoSchools committee. If
anyoneisinteresed, plea® let us know by contacing
RyanHerderson, Karen Maxwell or Sania Palacios at
the Island School.

We meetthe second Tuesday morning of every
month at8:30 am. in the school library. All are
welcometo join!

Thark you for all of your help with our

ervironmertal efforts. We are aiming to get awarded
Gold! Lets make this school yeara greenone,

Environmentally yours,
The EcoSchool Committee

Bonjour tout le monde!

We have had a greatstart to the Frerch programmethis
year.The grace fours have learred quite alot of
vocahulary, the ertry rap, and someimportarn phrases
("Est-ceque je peux aller aux toilettes?). The grade
fivesand sixeshave beenreviewing gedures

vocalulary, and language points and soon will be
starting new vocakulary in preparaton for the first play
of theyear. The sixeshave also beendoing somesimple
journal writing, describing weekend acivities

We evenhad a show-ard -tell spontarecus preserntation
by Siobhan She did a greatjob de<ribing a souvenir
she bought in Vancouver and inspired other studerts to
ak if they could do a show-and-tell in Frerch. This
fantadic ideawasAnya's suggegion. Bravo!

On October 2nd at 5:00pm, there will be a presentation
about the grade 5/6 trip to Quebecnext June. The
itinerary; cost, accanmodation, insurance, and safety
will be discussed We encourage you to atterd if you are
availabe. Paerts cantake the 4:45 ferry to Wards
Island.

Merci Beawcoup, DanBart
DanBart



