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 Message from the Pr incipal: 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers: 

The fi rst month of school has flown by very quickly for 
us here.  Teachers have been busy establishing routines 
and setting expectations for your children.   

In September, we had the Terry  Fox Run and all 
loonies and toonies collected are given to the Terry Fox 
fund to help support research in the area of cancer.   

Our Curri culum night was held Monday 
September 17th.  Parents met briefly with me and there 
was some conversation around the Combined grades.  
As was said to parents, within a class of students 
(whether it be straight or combined grades), there are 
always a range of abilities/skills.  Students access 
knowledge/skills at different rates/pace.  Up until more 
recently, the Island School had combined grades.  
However, for many of our newer staff, this is a new 
experience.  I have every confidence in their ability to 
meet the needs of all our children, both academically and 
socially.  To support the staff, I have invited our family 
of schoolÕs Literacy Coach to offer a workshop to our 
primary teachers on strategies to support students in the 
combined grade setting.   

As you recall, Terry our beloved bus driver, has 
left the school.  Cathy Jarvis & David Hyland are our 
main drivers this year.   Thanks to Parks Dept. we have 
named the turn in to the school ÒTerry  Kimball LaneÓ.  
He will be invited back to a ribbon cutting ceremony as 
we offi cially put up the sign.   

Medical information forms must be returned to 
the school in order for children to participate in off -
school activities, i.e. cross country runs meets. If we do 
not have these forms, we cannot send a child on a field 
trip. 

The Ferry  schedule changes October 9thth (right 
after thanksgiving). This means we will be arriving and 
departing @ Wards.  There is no change in departure or 
arrival times.  The number of runs during the day are 
limited.  Please make sure you call the school if your 
child is late in arriving.   

Attached is a list of all the events at the school 
for 2007-08.  Please post this at your home so you can 
be sure not to miss any special happenings at the school.   

Softball and cross country  is in full swing at 
the school.  Competitions for these teams are happening 
over the next week or two.  Please make sure you watch 
for permission forms so your child can participate.   

Photo Day  is Tuesday, October 23rd.  Put on a smile!  

Li ce check day is Tuesday, October 30th. Please be 
vigilant in checking your childÕs head regularly.  Help us 
remind children not to share hats. 

NUT ALL ERGY 

It has come to my attention that we have a child in the 
Gibraltor Day Care/Nursery with an allergy to nuts.  As 
you know, this is a serious and possibly life threatening 
situation for the child.  Please ensure your child does not 
come to school with nut products.  Thank you  

HOME AND SCHOOL 

By the time you read this, the Potluck BBQ &  Annual 
general meeting will have happened.  We continue to 
look for ideas for parent evening sessions.   If you have a 
topic that you believe would be useful for other parents to hear 
about, please call Lorraine Methven.   

Grade 6 Tra nsition Parent Night 
Just as in the past, I  will be hosting an evening for all our 
Grade 6 parents to get information about the transition for 
their child from Grade 6 to 7.  We will have information on 
alternative schools and I hope to have available our Guidance 
Resource Teacher to talk about the process of optional 
attendance.  Keep your eyes open for a f lier. We usually do 
this near the end of November.  Information nights at middle 
schools are usually in early January. 

 

LABEL 

Please label your childÕs belongings, especially 
backpacks, lunch boxes and jackets.  Lost &  Found is 
starting to build up with the above items.   

Hot Lunch  is underway.  If  you have not signed up and 
are interested, please contact Chris Webster.  She 
requires postdated cheques.   

TRANSPORTATI ON 

Just a reminder:  End of day Pick-up is 4:25 p.m. It  is 
important that you are on time to meet your children. In 
the event of an emergency you can call the school cell at 
416-729-7183.  Our boat supervisors this year are:  
Annie Cameron & Wendy Seater (in the morning) and 
Wendy Seater, Dan Bart & Danijela Valcic.  Danijela is 
also helping in the lunchroom.   

  

SAFE SCHOOL ARRI VAL PROCEDURES 

To ensure the safe arrival of your child at school, please 
call 416-393-1910 to report an absence.  Attendance is 
taken at 9:15 a.m.  If your child is absent and the school 
has not received a telephone call stating the student wil l 
be away, the offi ce will contact you.  An answering 
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 service is available on the school telephone line for 

incoming calls before 8:15.   

Lorraine 

 

HELP!!  
Parents, we need your help.  The staff and students are 
eager to get the Publishing Centre up and running, but 
we can only do it with your help.  If  you can give a little 
time (mornings, afternoons, whenever) we would 
appreciate your help.   

For parents new to our school, the Publishing 
Centre is where students submit pieces of writing that 
they are particularly proud of and we turn them into 
books.  We need people who can type, and/or are willing 
to interview students and take their pictures.  WeÕll show 
you whatÕs involved.  ItÕs a great way to support and the 
school and your children.  

If you can help, please contact Karen Maxwell at 
the school or Jeannine Perrin (DelaneyÕs mom) at the 
ferry docks. 
 
Thanks, 
Karen Maxwell 
 

AFTER FOUR PROGRAM 

Linda Wilson has attached some samples of after 4 
courses.  If  you or anyone you now would like to teach a 
course, please let her know ASAP.  Anyone working 
TDSB MUST HAVE A POLICE check which will cost 
$48.15 and takes at least 2 months to completer.  Any 
other ideas are greatly appreciated.  Our numbers so far 
are quite small and there is a good chance that some 
evenings will be cancelled 

Linda Wilson 

 

Upcoming Dates:   

Monday, Oct. 8 Ð Thanksgiving 

Thursday, Oct. 18 Ð City Finals (coss country) 

Thursday, Oct. 25 Ð Media Literacy Night 

Tuesday, Oct. 30 Ð Lice Check 

 

 

 

 

 

Ki ndergart en News 
 

The Kindergarten year has started with a 
wonderful energy Ð songs, rhymes, helpers and learning 
about each other.  From the fi rst week when families 
came to school to meet their childÕs new teacher and do 
a variety of activities together to children coming 
together in their diff erent combined classes. As with the 
other primary classes in the school, this year, there are 2 
combined JK/SK classes instead of 1 straight JK class 
and 1 SK class.  It is a tremendous benefit for everyone 
Ð the JKÕs learn the ÒropesÓ of school from the SKÕs and 
the SKÕs become helpful leaders and guides.  The SKÕs 
are keen to teach their new young friends and each new 
JK has someone looking out for them. In addition, a 
number of   

 Mr CaplanÕs grade 3 students have either come 
in to help the young students or have made request to 
help the youngest children in the school. What a 
wonderful way to foster a community of students with 
empathy and compassion. 

As with the Grade 1/2Õs, we successfully raised 
and released 3 monarch butterfl ies for the journey to 
Mexico.  It was something we watched with great 
interest and it was very exciting to watch one emerge 
from its chrysalis, thanks to Owen Jones (JK) and then 
see them all safely fl y away.  Many thanks to Gove in 
Grade 1/2 and EmilyÕs (Gr 4) mom Megan who donated 
Monarch caterpillars to our class. 

While the warm weather continues, youÕll see us 
outside exploring the school grounds and surrounding 
area keeping our eyes open for signs of animals getting 
ready for the cold-weather approaching.  Fall is a 
magical season to see changes and the Kindergarten 
children will be keeping a sharp look-out.  You can 
count on it. 
Kim Saunders 
 
AnaÕs Grade 1/2 

Welcome to a new year in grade 1 and 2!  I had 
a chance to meet some of you at curriculum night and I 
hope to meet everyone else at the BBQ.   

We are in full swing in our classroom- learning 
and practicing routines as well as doing lots of reading, 
writing and learning.  Allister and Gove brought in 
caterpillars for our habitarium and we watched two of 
them transform into chrysalisÕ.  We have released 2 
butterflies already and are waiting on a third butterfly to 
magically emerge from its chrysalis.  Our butterflies 
have brought great enthusiasm and appreciation for 

Thanksgiving Ð October 8 
School Photo Day Ð October 23 
Halloween Activities Ð October 31 (no 
After 4 on Halloween) 
Media Literacy Night Ð October 25 
Lice Check October 30 
PA Day Ð November 2 (no school) 
Remembrance Day Ð November 11 
Photo Retake Day Ð Nov. 19 
Photo Retake Day Ð November 28 
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 learning in the out-of-doors.  In the next week, we will 

participate in the Journey North (you can google it) 
program.  We will create our own monarch butterflies 
(on paper), write a message in Spanish and then send 
them down to kids in Mexico who await the migration 
every year.  In the spring we will receive butterflies 
(symbolic migration) from kids around Canada or the 
U.S.  I will explain more on my website as we start. 
 WriterÕs workshop is also on its way and I truly 
have a group of brilliant writerÕs in our class.  They have 
truly amazed me with their efforts and talents already.  
We have also been practicing our language centre 
activities as a whole group as we prepare for guided 
reading groups and language centre rotations. I canÕt 
believe it is the end of September already.    
 Please check my website every few days as I 
update classroom events and happenings on a daily 
basis.  The website is: 
www.teacherweb.com/ON/IslandPublicNaturalScienceS
chool/AnaFonseca/ 
See you soon, Ana 
 
BrookeÕs Grade !  
Hello Grade One and Two Friends and Families, 

I hope that everyone had a very restful and 
enjoyable summer, because there is no time for resting 
anymoreÉ   School is in full swing! 

The children in the Grade One/Two class are 
incredibly outgoing, bright and eager.  It  is going to be a 
fabulous year fi lled with adventure and growth.  We 
have quickly established our class routines and rules and 
the students are working very hard to follow them.   

In addition, many of our class programs have 
already started, (Language Centres, WriterÕs Workshop, 
Spelling, etc.).  Homework is going home every Friday 
and I appreciate you helping your child bring it back to 
school with them on Monday morning.  Borrow-a-Book 
has also started.  Your child is encouraged to participate 
in this exchange each day, but remember in order to 
select a new book, the old one has to be returned.  I have 
also sent home a letter with the Conversation Corner 
dates for the year.  Please post this somewhere and help 
your child prepare for their project in advance.  As well, 
spelling letters have come home.  If  your child is in 
Grade 1 we will be focusing on beginning sounds of 
words for the next several weeks.  Grade 2Õs have 
weekly words to study and practice for their Friday tests.   

Our class has been alive with butterflies and 
other living things this month.  We were very fortunate 
to witness the growth and metamorphosis of 2 Monarch 
Caterpillars.  The children have become well versed with 
the world of butterfl ies. 

I would like to say thank you to everyone for 
bringing in their cardboard boxes.  If you haven't 
brought this in please try to do so as soon as possible.  
Also, i f you haven't returned your Parent Survey, please 
have your child bring it to school with them.  It is 
important that your child brings in an extra pair of 
clothes to school, just in case.  Just ensure that all of 
your child's belongings are clearly labelled with their 
name.   

If you have any questions please contact me at the 
school! 
Brooke 
 
The 23's of Mr.  C - Par t One 

Once there was a group of students who were of 
different ages, sizes, and heights.  They all 
woke up one September morning to find themselves 
stumbling bleary-eyed towards school.  Upon 
arrival, they looked up, waaaaaay up and saw their giant-
like teacher Mr. C smiling down upon  
them.  Of course, there were butterflies fl ittering about 
in all stomachs for the fi rst few days.  But  
as the weeks went on, the butterflies fluttered away and 
were replaced by Reptiles, Plants, Amphibians, 
Mammals, Birds and Insects.  The life cycles of these living 
things were discussed and soon Patterns 
began to emerge, and the students began Counting and Sorting 
all of these creatures.  Now, this was all 
fine and dandy but there was more to discover!  We soon 
found that our class was made up of so many 
different cultures and that our parents and grandparents were 
from so many parts of the world.  This 
was cause of much ballyhoo and Celebrations of all the 
Traditions these cultures produced.  In order, 
to not let these incredible discoveries escape our minds like 
those f irst week butterflies we began our 
Writer's Workshop to archive these stories and hone our skills 
as authors.  So far, things are humming 
along like so many hummingbirds as we are learning the 
routines and important parts of our Classroom  
Community.  Also, we have found that as we increase in 
height, grade and age, our homework grows 
like a magic beanstalk!  This, however, makes some of the 
students wish they had traded their magic beans  
for that cow. 
Until next time!  (Perhaps not in the same format) 
 
Mr. C and the 23's 
AdamÕs Grade 3 
Hello Island School Families, 

Welcome to a new school year. I am so happy to 
be teaching and learning with so many of the students 
from class last year! September has been a month of 
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 reacquainting ourselves to the 'familiar' and making 

discoveries about 'the new'. 
In the fi rst month, we have begun many 

components of the language program, including Writer's 
Workshop and Reading Responses. We just learned our 
fi rst cursive vowel, so we're ready to start writing some 
words in our cursive writing. 

Math has focused heavily on Number Patterns 
and Strategies. The Grade 3s have been working hard at 
seeing beyond what's on the page. 
Into October, we will begin our study of Growth and 
Changes in plants for Science. We will also start to study 
the early settlers in Upper Canada and see if we can 
replicate some of the traditional practices of the people 
we call Pioneers.  

As well, the students are enjoyed working with 
Mr. Bart for a pot-pourri of activities, and Ms. Maxwell 
during the fi rst-ever scheduled periods in our new 
Computer Lab.  

We'll have more news from Grade 3 next month. 
Until then, Happy Autumn. 
Mr. Caplan 
 

Barry Õs Grade 4 

ÒHi, my name is Barry and I teach grade four.  If 
you want to see me you have to come to my door!Ó  
Now letÕs get seriousÉIt Õs a new year, itÕs a new grade 
and it looks like itÕs going to be exciting. The new batch 
of kids this year means a new group of parents that have 
not had the pleasure of meeting, but I do hope to get to 
know you soon. 

We have started the year with a focus on 
establishing classroom routines and expectations.  Most 
of our program areas will be in full swing by the time 
you read this newsletter.  In language we are reading 
aloud the book ÒBarry BoyhoundÓ by Andy Spearman. I 
am using this book to model reading responses and a 
novel study outline.  The year in math has started with a 
unit on number sense.  Currently in social studies we are 
focusing on mapping skills and our unit in science is 
habitats.   
  A couple of reminders-the kids record their 
homework on a daily basis in their agendas.  I ask that 
you check them on a daily basis and sign when 
homework in complete.  Secondly, the kids are involved 
in physical activity everyday.  It is extremely important 
that they have footwear for this activity. 
 See you at the BBQ.  ÒDonÕt be late Ôcause the 
food is great!Ó  
 
Barry North 

 
MargaretÕs Grade 5 
Hello Grade 5 Families, 

This will be my last newsletter until September 
2008...hard to believe!!  
It has been great spending the beginning of the year with 
the same wonderful students, one fabulous new student 
and one greatly missed returning student.  Because of 
my familiarity with most of the students, we were able to 
get started right away with our math, language, science, 
and social studies programs.  I 'm sure the students loved 
having math homework on the fi rst night of school.  As a 
class we have been studying biographies and now the 
students are getting ready to hand in their biography 
projects.  The students have chosen a variety of people 
to research such as Bach, Da Vinci, Wayne Gretzky, 
Lance Armstrong, Norman Rockwell, and Hilary Duff.  
It appears as though they have enjoyed this assignment.  

I would like to thank all of the parents for all of 
their support both this year and last.  I have loved 
working with this amazing grade class.  Also, thanks to 
the Grade 5 class for the wonderful surprise party that 
they had for me...it was conveniently scheduled during 
math class...very interesting. 
 

At this point, it gives me great pleasure to 
welcome Mr. Cotsaftis as the new Grade 5 teacher.  Mr. 
C has already spent many days working with the class 
both last year and this year.  He is full of fresh ideas and 
I know that he will fi t seamlessly into the school 
community.  Happy Fall to you all 
Margaret Appel 
 
Jenny Lee SheeÕs Grade 6 
What's Up in Grade 6? 
 

Wow! It's amazing to think that we're almost 
finished our fi rst month of Grade 6! Before you know it 
we'll be talking  about EQAO testing, our trip to Quebec 
City and graduation. But let's start with what's been 
going on in September. 

We started off  the year by discovering 
connections between students. Did you know that 
Emiliya and Aisha both like the book Begging for 
Change? Or that Mi chael and Jack both like playing 
World of Warcraft? After discovering connections with 
at least six students, we each created a piece of art that 
showed what the connections were. Oksana's piece 
showed leaves on a vine, Mi les used trophies to display 
his connections, and Isabella was the moon in a sky full 
of starry similarities. 
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 In Social Studies and Language Arts we have 

been learning about Native Canadians. Right now we are 
doing research on how the diff erent groups relied on 
nature to meet their needs, such as food, clothing, shelter 
and transportation. We read creation stories by seven 
different groups and then chose a favourite one. From 
that story we chose an important scene or symbol to 
illustrate. Up on the wall are some amazing pieces of art, 
like Anya's picture of raven's transformation and 
Eleanor's picture of the sparrow and raven from the Inuit 
creation story, and Jack's illustration of the Giant 
Glooscap from the creation story of the people of the 
Eastern woodlands.  

In Math we have been working with big 
numbers, learning how to compare and order numbers 
up to a billion! We have also started working on basic 
computation review, remembering how addition and 
subtraction facts are related, and practicing 
multiplication. Thanks to Niki for bringing a new 
method to us from Los Angeles, the lattice method. 
Come talk to someone in Grade 6 and we can show you 
a new and easy way to do long multiplication problems! 
 

We've got some exciting things coming up in 
Grade 6, including a student teacher from the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Toronto, Ms. Colleen 
McPhail, who will be starting her teaching block mid-
October. We will be going to the Sheldon Outdoor 
Education Centre at the beginning of November, and 
there will be a parent information night about the spring 
trip to Quebec City at the beginning of October. Ask 
your child for newsletters and information sheets that 
will be coming home soon.  
Jennifer Lee Shee 
 
Li brary  News..... 

WeÕve been very busy in the library already this 
month. I have just completed a full inventory (which has 
never been done before) so that we can bring everything 
up-to-date.  At this point, we have 6386 books on the 
shelves and about another 100 waiting for me to 
catalogue.  Last year, we purchased just under 1100 new 
books!!  Since weÕve started keeping track, our book 
check-outs by students have shown steady growth, from 
198 books per month, to 367 books per month (stats for 
October checkouts, 2004 and 2006)  I will continue to 
focus on providing new and enriching materials for the 
students throughout the year. 

And speaking of new and enriching 
materials...... the Book Fair is coming!!  We will be 
holding this yearÕs Fair from Oct. 22 - 26, so mark your 

calendars.  If you are able to help out with set up, selling 
or take down, please let me know.  

Did you know that your children can access 
many internet resources for free??  You just have to use 
our library web page.  Type in 
Òwww.torontoislandschool.comÓ and click on ÒLibraryÓ 
in the right hand menu.  That will take you straight to 
our library webpage.  If you want to use the 
Encyclopedia (the grade 4 - 6 students will be using 
them regularly this year) you will need the following 
login and password: 
Grolier access:  LOGIN torondsb2 
PASSWORD toro1264 

This online resource is part of the ÒinvisibleÓ 
web.  It is not a public internet site, though it is accessed 
by subscription using a web address.  The TDSB has 
paid for the subscription so that all TDSB students may 
have access. 
While you are on the library web page, click on Link to 
Learning.  You will fi nd many suitable internet sites that 
are directly linked to your childÕs curriculum.   
Karen Maxwell 
On a Musical Note.... 

s many of you are aware, the music room is Òno 
moreÓ   It is offi cially the French room, so music is 
being held in the library (as it was in previous years).  
Primary classes have been learning to read/perform basic 
music patterns and are singing songs about character 
building.  The junior classes have started with theory, as 
well as songs to complement the social studies 
programs. 
ThatÕs all for now 
 Karen Maxwell 

 

Welcome back fro m ENVI RONEWS!!!!  

Hope you enjoyed your summer vacation!  The 
EcoSchool committee would like to thank and 
congratulate you for all of your hard work last year.  
Your efforts helped to ensure that we were awarded with 
a gold EcoSchool seal, the highest level of recognition.  
Our thanks to all students, parents, teachers and 
supporting staff for making sure that we kept our high 
environmental standing. 

We hope to continue with many of the worth-
while initiatives that we began last year.  Already, as 
many of you know, we have begun our litter less lunch 
campaign.  Our goal is to make sure that all students and 
teachers bring lunches that produce absolutely no 
garbage.  Your help is needed!  Please make sure that 
when lunches are packed that they are completely 
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 garbage-free - instead of plastic bags, wrappers, and 

disposable cans, we encourage each of you to use 
reusable bottles and containers for your lunch. If all off  
us participate, we will meet our goal of having 
absolutely no garbage in the dining room.  This week, 
garbage has been sent home with the students so that 
they, and the adults helping them at home, will see how 
much garbage they produce and will know where they 
can continue to make changes.  Thanks in advance for 
your help with this! 

Our composting and recycling programs have 
begun again.  The grade four class, under the direction of 
Barry North, has accepted the task of emptying our 
recycling containers and are also involved in dumping 
the compost collected at lunch into our compost facility 
on site. This has greatly reduced the amount of garbage 
that we produce at the Island School.  In fact, 88% of our 
garbage has been diverted from landfi lls through these 
efforts!  Let's keep this up! 

By the time this newsletter arrives at home, we 
will also have participated in the "Great Canadian 
Shoreline Clean-Up", where we will clean up a large 
section of the shoreline of Lake Ontario from the pier to 
the Gibralter Point Centre for the Arts, as well as 
Franklin's Garden.  Thanks to all students who will be 
participating, and to Karen Maxwell for organizing all of 
the details to make it possible. 

We are looking again for students, parents, 
caretaking staff, kitchen staff, and teachers who would 
be willing to sit on our EcoSchools committee.  If 
anyone is interested, please let us know by contacting 
Ryan Henderson, Karen Maxwell or Sonia Palacios at 
the Island School. 

We meet the second Tuesday morning of every 
month at 8:30 a.m. in the school library.  All are 
welcome to join! 

Thank you for all of your help with our 
environmental efforts. We are aiming to get awarded 
Gold! Let's make this school year a green one, 

Environmentally yours, 

The EcoSchool Committee. 

 

Bonjour tout le monde! 
 
We have had a great start to the French programme this 
year. The grade fours have learned quite a lot of 
vocabulary, the entry rap, and some important phrases 
("Est-ce que je peux aller aux toilettes?).  The grade 
fi ves and sixes have been reviewing gestures, 

vocabulary, and language points and soon will be 
starting new vocabulary in preparation for the fi rst play 
of the year.  The sixes have also been doing some simple 
journal writing, describing weekend activities. 
We even had a show-and -tell spontaneous presentation 
by Siobhan. She did a great job describing a souvenir 
she bought in Vancouver and inspired other students to 
ask if they could do a show-and-tell in French. This 
fantastic idea was Anya's suggestion. Bravo! 
On October 2nd at 5:00pm, there will be a presentation 
about the grade 5/6 trip to Quebec next June. The 
itinerary, cost, accommodation, insurance, and safety 
will be discussed. We encourage you to attend if you are 
available. Parents can take the 4:45 ferry to Wards 
Island.  
 
Merci Beaucoup, Dan Bart 
Dan Bart 


