
 

 

 1 

Island Public/Natural Science School 
Newsletter 

393-1910 October  2006 
 
 
 

 
Message fro m the Pri ncipal: 
 

Halloween has come and gone and we certainly had 
funÉi t was so great to see our students and staff in their 
creative and interesting costumes. Even our student teachers 
and volunteers dressed up!! 

I also received some news late last week that weÕve 
been allocated an additional .5 teacher for our kindergarten 
program.  As many of you know, the Ministry of Education 
has set a target date of 2007-08 for primary classes (K-3) at 20 
students.  For this year, the TDSB is capping the 
Kindergartens at 20 and by next year the remainder of the 
Primary classes, (which is the plan currently).  In order to 
minimize disruption for parents and the Gibraltor 
Daycare/Nursery we will not change classes.  We are using 
this extra staff in a team teaching approach.   Every afternoon 
(Monday-Friday) there will be an additional teacher in these 
classes.  This means that both the JK and SK students will 
benefit from this arrangement.  Fortunate for us, Jennie 
Onyett-Jeffries who is currently half time Special Education, 
has agreed to take on this additional role.  She knows our 
school and is wonderful with our students.  She and Mr. Vert 
will be working closely, along with Wendy Seater to provide 
an excellent program for our Kindergarten Students. 

Chris has asked that I attach a copy of our student 
contact sheet to this Newsletter.  Sometimes, families move, 
change telephone numbers.  I tÕs really important that we have 
current informatin on our students should we need to contact a 
parent/caregiver immediately. I would ask that you complete 
and return this form ONLY if your information has changed.  
If youÕre not sure Chris has up-to-date information on f ile, 
then call her. 

ItÕs getting to be cold on the Island.  Just a reminder 
to parents to get out those winter coats, gloves, scarves and 
mittens.   

ÒHeeliesÓ Ð I would ask that students not wear 
ÒHeelies: to school.  They leave marks on the f loors and can 
be dangerous if students should slip or roll into someone.  
Thank you for your cooperation.   

Hopefully you saw the flier that recently was sent 
home announcing the two new PA days for  elementary 
schools this year.  They are Friday, January 26 and Friday 
April 20.  Check out the important dates section of the 
newsletter to see other important dates for our school.  
Also, the February 9th PA day has been changed to 
February 16. 

You will read in AnaÕs section of the newsletter 
about the successful 1st fundraiser for the ÒFree The ChildrenÓ.  
It was the Halloween basket and Ana and her class organized 
the sale & baskets and raised $500 (our first two bricks) We 
also had a young man ÒMikeyÓ from Free the Children s group 
who spoke to us about how we are doing a very special 
thing for children in another country.  It was fabulous.   

 
 

 

Our children are rising to the occasion and have been 
suggesting all kinds of ways to raise money to build our 
school.  I understand that weÕve chosen a country (Rural 
China) as the place our school will be built.  I  am so proud of 
your children.  They truly do want to give!! 
 
Grade 6 to 7 Tra nsition Night 

As we did last year, we are having a transition night 
(primarily for Grade 6 parents & students) but all parents are 
welcome. We have invited Rosa Militano who is our Guidance 
Itinerant teacher (she is available to us for a variety of 
activities) along with the Guidance Teacher from Jesse 
Ketchum. It will be an opportunity to ask questions about what 
to expect for your child next year.  I will also make available 
information about alternative schools.  The open houses for 
most alternative schools happen in February.  Date: Monday, 
November 20; location: 10 Queens  Quay West, Hong Kong 
Room, 2nd Floor @ 5:00 p.m..  I  hope you will attend.  Last 
years night was very informative and well attended. 
 
Workshop ÒSecrets of DisciplineÓ presented November 
16th @ 7:00 pm @ Riverdale Collegiate Institute 
Ronald Morrish author of Secrets of Discipline, With all due 
Respect and the new Flip Tips is the guest speaker offering 
practical strategies for teaching adolescents to be responsible 
and cooperative.  You will learn how to discipline without all 
the deal making, arguments and confrontations 

Just a reminder. Photo Retake Day isThursday, 
November 9th.  Smile! 
Lorraine 
 
After Four  Program 
If anyone would like to teach an after-ÔFour course in the 
winter or spring session, please contact me ASAP as all 
instructors must have a police check.  This process costs $45 
and can take f ew months.  All classes run 9 weeks and need a 
minimum of 15 students.  All instructors are paid for 1.5 hours 
daily. Thanks Linda 

 
Hot Lunch Program  - If you have not submitted your 
cheques, please make sure you send them to Chris. 
 
News Group 
Bill Buckingham, a parent of the Island School, acts as 
moderator for the schoolÕs newsgroup.  If you would like to be 
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included in the communication network, please send an email 
to IPNSS_HOMEANDSCHOOL_COMMITTEE-
SUBSCRIBE@YAHOOGROUPS.COM 
 
SchoolÕs Web Site 
Allyson Woodroofe, a parent of the Island school, updates our 
schoolÕs website.  If you would like to connect and see whatÕs 
available on this site, check it out @ 
torontoislandschool.com 
 
Boat 
Further to the note sent home, the Ongiara is going out of 
service for 2 weeks beginning November 6 through to 
November 20.  Extensive work is being done.  The William 
Inglis will provide ferry service until the repairs are complete.  
This will not affect the students transportation scheudle. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K indergarten 
 
We've been talking all month about Fall Changes. Leaves turn 
colour and fall, the weather becomes cooler, we wear warmer 
clothing (hopefully!), and squirrels collect nuts. To add to that 
list of changes this past month, JK/SK welcomed two new 
faces! Graham Seater is a student teacher from the Institute for 
Child Study at the University of Toronto. He joins us for six 
weeks on Monday morning, Tuesday morning, and all day 
Wednesday. Jennie Onyett-Jeffries has also joined us as a 
second Kindergarten teacher every afternoon. As I told the 
children, they are the luckiest Kindergartners in the city to 
have two teachers. With Graham and the indispensable 
Wendy, that's a lot of adult attention for the little ones!  In 
November, our theme turns to one of my favourite authors, Dr. 
Seuss! We'll be rhyming our way through the month with Fox 
in Sox, Hop on Pop, The Cat in the Hat, and many other of Dr. 
Seuss' fif ty books. We have started our Rhyme of the Week 
with folders sent to be kept at home. We will be working with 
a new classic rhyme every week in class and a copy will be 
sent home to add to the folder. Busy! Busy! Busy! 
 
Chris Vert 

 
 
Grade 1 
Hello Grade One Friends and Families, 

I can not believe how quickly the time is f lying by!  
It has been an amazing journey so far.  I hope that everyone 
has received their ÒkissesÓ and ÒwishesÓ.  Please take time to 
go over these with your child.  I  encourage you to help your 
child set some goals for themselves as they complete the 
remainder of the first term.  All of the Grade Ones have 
worked extremely hard and all of them have shown growth! 

In the Grade One room we are continuing our work 
in WriterÕs Workshop.  The students are creating wonderful 
stories.  They are learning to Òstretch outÓ their words and to 
record all of the sounds that they hear.  They are also learning 
to add lots of interesting details to their stories.  We have 
started our Language Centres.  Each child is in a colour group, 
and the colour groups rotate through three stations each day.  
Language Centres take place every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday morning.  We are also working hard on 
our spelling books.  Keep your ears and eyes open for when 
we begin our weekly spelling tests, (probably end of 
November).   

In math we have completed our investigation of 
collecting and recording data.  The students learned how to 
ask survey questions, collect results in a tally and transfer the 
information into a graph that they could then draw conclusions 
from.  We have moved on to understanding number concepts.  
We are focussing on number arrangements.  At home you 
could help by reviewing numbers with your child, ie) find 
page38 in this book.  We will soon begin our look at 
measurement.  We are focussing on non-standard units of 
measurement.  We will use everyday objects to measure and 
compare lengths, heights and widths, (use paper clips to 
measure the width of a desk).  Looking ahead, we will begin a 
look at time.  The students are responsible for telling time to 
the hour and half hour on an analogue clock.  It might help if  
your child began wearing an analogue watch.  This tends to be 
a tricky concept for students so the more practice they get at 
home the better!   

We have also started examining the Rules and 
Responsibilities portion of the Social Studies curriculum. 

I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank 
Tim, our student teacher, for all of his hard work.  He is doing 
an amazing job.  TimÕs last day with us is November 17. 

As always, thank you for all of your support! 
Brooke 
 
Grade 2 
What a busy month October has been for the Grade 2 class! 
Beginning with a school-wide trip to the Zoo and ending with 
a day of Halloween excitement, October was our first taste of 
the many and varied lessons of Grade 2.  

In Language, we are about to begin the Writing 
Workshop -- the continuation of a program developed by Lucy 
Caulkins and introduced last year to the children by Brooke. 

Photo Retake Day  Nov. 9 
Remembrance Day  Nov. 10 
Gr. 5/6 Sheldon Trip  Nov. 27 Ð 29 
Christmas Boutique  Dec. 2 
Parent/Teacher Interviews Dec. 7/8 
Winter Concert   December 14 
Winter Holidays   Dec. 25-Jan. 5 
PA Day    January 26 
Family Literacy Night  February 15 
PA Day    February 16 
March Break   March 12-16 
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Their red writing folders, kept managed in their desks at 
school, will contain the results of highly-structured mini-
lessons and very free-and-open writing time.  

Jane Harper, our teacher-candidate from OISE/UT 
has begun working with our class on the first unit of 
measurement in Math. Seconds, minutes, hours, days, and 
weeks are explored through standard and non-standard tools 
such as pendulum timers, clocks, and calendars.  

The Zoo trip allowed us to gain experiences looking 
at Growth and Change in Animals for Science. Thank you to 
all the parents who volunteers, and also to those who 
volunteered to volunteer! We have a Scientist coming to our 
class on November 13th and bringing a range of interesting, 
hands-on and live materials with her. I will be making a 
request for parent volunteers in the near future.  

We had our first visit with Sakura for Roots of 
Empathy. The children were so attentive to Ôwhat a baby can 
doÕ and Ôwhat she canÕt doÕ --- YET! There are lots of great 
photos from Roots of Empathy, and I am open to suggestions 
of how to post pictures to the Internet to share with you in an 
access-limited way.  

And so...here we go with November. Lots of work to 
be done and important ref lection surrounding Remembrance 
Day about the state of our lives. The Free-The-Children 
project will give us some direction towards doing what we can 
to make a difference in the world.  

As always, thank you for your on-going support. See 
you in December! Adam Caplan 
 
Grade Three  
 Another month gone by and only 60 shopping days 
until Christmas... 
This month has been f illed with assemblies, new people, new 
ideas and lots of new challenges to overcome.  Our class has 
taken it in stride and has managed to get through to the other 
side of two months with nary a scratch. 
 As for new people, David Doucette from OISE has 
been a welcome addition to our class and the students have 
been very receptive to him.  He has been introducing our 
Measurement unit for Math, and will be involved in a variety 
of other endeavours.  Hopefully now that youÕve read this, the 
mystery of who this Mr. ÒDÓ was and why your child keeps 
mentioning that name, can f inally be put to rest. 
 By now, youÕve probably heard about the artists we 
are learning about in our class.  The students loved learning 
about Van Gogh, (well most of him) and launched into 
learning about Monet and Impressionism.  Their paintings are 
amazing, and I applaud their efforts in undertaking a difficult 
painting style.  Our next Art adventure will be an exploration 
into Pop Art....more to come on this soon! 
 This month is an important month for our school as 
the children will be f inding out just where all our fundraising 
efforts will be focused as a school.  The ÒFree The ChildrenÓ 
organization will be gladly accepting our donations as part of 
their Brick by Brick initiative.  The Brick by Brick initiative 
allows schools to raise money brick by brick to build a school 
in countries where the children have no access to schools.  I t is 

a very important and worthwhile cause and we are happy as a 
class and as a school to be involved.  If you have any 
fundraising ideas to support this important organization, feel 
free to email or call me at the school. 

Halloween is just around the corner, and we will be 
participating in the school wide fun as well as our own.  Just a 
reminder in regards to costumes, if they intend to change into 
them when they arrive at school, make sure it comes in a bag 
clearly marked with their name.  Additionally, costumes that 
involve guns and/or other weapons are not acceptable for 
school.  It will be a fun day and by adhering to those two 
simple rules, will ensure that your child has the most amount 
of fun humanly possible.... 

See you next month. 
Mr. C and the Grade 3Õs (sounds like a pop band) 
 
Grade 4 

A busy month has ended with a very busy 
day.....Halloween!!!!!!  I loved all of the students' 
costumes....pirates, vampires, robots, and a lot of blood, fake 
of course.  Congratulations on helping the grade fours enjoy 
the special day. 

This month the students have spent time in the 
computer lab working on their research and keyboarding 
skills. They should already know the home row on the 
keyboard.  We have almost completed our literature circles 
with the novel, Dear Mr. Henshaw and will be ready to begin 
a new novel shortly.  Speaking of novels, we are still reading 
City of Ember and have just arrived at a crucial part of the 
book....ask your grade 4 about it. 

In science, the students completed a research 
assignment on Light Technology and have become better 
informed about the history of binoculars, microscopes, neon 
signs, f lashlights, cameras, lasers and other interesting topics.   
Thanks to all of the grade four families for ensuring that 
homework and assignments are completed on a regular basis.   
 
Happy November! 
Margaret Appel 
 

Grade Five 
Another month has come and gone and the kids have 

continued to do an impressive job of learning, and cooperating 
with each other.  Of particular note, was the way in which the 
class took responsibility for organizing a school assembly and 
the ÒPie in the EyeÓ fundraiser.  Their efforts and hard work 
saw them raise $200 for the United Way.  

In the month ahead, the class will be finishing up 
their study of the human body systems.  After completing their 
assignments we will be traveling to the Science Centre to 
watch ÒWired to Win: Surviving the Tour De France,Ó a f ilm 
that highlights the nervous systemÕs ability to survive and deal 
with pain. 

We will also be traveling to the Sesquicentennial 
Museum and Toronto Archives to gain a better understanding 
of municipal government. 
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To finish the month off, the class will be traveling to 
Sheldon Outdoor Centre. All of this will keep us very busy 
and IÕm sure the month of November will go by more quickly 
than we can imagine! 
Thanks, 
Barry North 
 

Grade 6 

Hi everyone!  I  canÕt believe that October is over and 
November has begun!  Wow!We have been busy with many 
things in our class, including writing letters to Deborah Ellis 
author of ÒThe BreadwinnerÓ and ÒParvanaÕs Journey,Ó  
finishing a mini newspaper unit on global citizenship and how 
children are seen in the media, and our first stories are 
finished!  Whew!  They have been working hard. 

Congrats to our Grade 6 Free the Children student 
committee for putting together a very organized Halloween 
Basket Raffle which raised $500.00.  Yippee!  We have begun 
building our school in China. We had the honour of listening 
to a youth speaker, Mikey Opatowski, from Free the Children.  
He was inspiring, passionate and contagious. We were all 
touched by his stories and his energy. 

I would like to congratulate the girls and boys soccer 
teams for amazing seasons, and the junior cross country team 
for running their hardest at this yearÕs meets. 
Math help is up and going with Monday lunches and Thursday 
mornings on the go.  If you need more information please visit 
my website at 
www.teacherweb.com/ON/IslandPublicNaturalScienceSchool/
AnaFonseca/ 

Sheldon here we come!!!  Forms have been handed 
out.  If  you could please return the medical and permission 
forms and a cheque for $75.00 payable to Island Public School 
that would be appreciated. 

Congrats to Kelly and Liam Harper for spotting a 
Saw-whet owl and a long eared owl on our walk last week.  
We were all in awe. 

Please join us for our Remembrance Day Assembly 
on Friday November 10, 2006 at approximately 10:30 am.  
The grade 6Õs will lead the assembly. 
Please check the website or your childÕs agenda each night.  
Thanks. 
 
Ana Fonseca 
 
French 
Bonjour tout le monde! 

We have some exciting developments in the French 
programme. All three classes have now started their plays and 
are practicing them in small groups. It always amazes me how 
much French the grade fours can speak at this point. They 
have had to learn enough vocabulary to undertake independent 
reading of the play so they can understand the words as well 
as pronounce them correctly. 

I have also booked our attendance at a French concert 
in February. The artist is called Greg leRock and he 

specializes in interactive high energy songs for core French 
students in elementary school. We will be receiving a CD of 
his music so the student can learn some of the songs before the 
concert and sing along. More details in the New Year. 

Lastly, the grade sixes are helping me make a French 
video that involves the whole school. This is a leadership 
opportunity for them, allowing them to model their French 
skills for the younger students. They are creating vignettes that 
teach simple words and phrases. We are including other 
classes, teachers, and support staff in the vignettes. 
When the video has been edited, we will make it into a DVD 
for sale that can support the Free The Children initiative that 
the grade six class is spearheading. C'est tr•s excitant! 

Merci beaucoup, 
 
Dan Bart 
  
On a Musical Note..... 

ItÕs been a spooky month in the music room.  The 
primary classes have been singing Halloween songs and 
creating their own dances, while the junior classes have been 
primarily participating in dance and drama activities.  We will 
be learning songs of peace during the beginning of November 
and then, Tah Dah!  its time to start rehearsing for the Winter 
Concert!  Remember to mark your calendars ..... the afternoon 
of December 14th.  (We are hoping to avoid a lot of the boat 
difficulties by having an afternoon instead of evening 
performance this year.)  There will be more concert details to 
follow. 

The junior and primary choirs will be singing as part 
of the Remembrance Day assembly on Friday, Nov. 10th at 
10:30.  Choir members are asked to wear white tops, with 
black skirts/pants.  Parents are welcome to join us for this 
special assembly. 

ThatÕs all for now! 
Karen Maxwell 
 
 
Eco News..... 

At a City Hall ceremony on October 12, the Island 
Public School and the sland Natural Science School received 
GOLD medals for our work in making our school 
Environmentally Friendly. 

Currently, there are 97 certified EcoSchools in the 
TDSB. Together these schools have saved 12% more 
electricity and 7% more natural gas than non-ecoschools. As a 
group, these schools have diverted 59% of their solid 
waste from landfill. 

Initiatives at the Island School include the "Golden 
Garbage Can" which is awarded weekly to the class keeping 
their room the tidiest (as determined by 
the caretaker). eg. pencils, etc. on the f loor are picked up by 
students, not swept up and disposed of in the garbage when 
the classroom is cleaned at the end of the day. Lights are 
turned out in rooms when they are not in use. 
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Litterless lunches, composting and recycling are reducing the 
amount of garbage we produce for landfill. 

Students earn EcoBucks for their class by taking part 
in these initiatives. The EcoBucks are awarded at our school 
assemblies and can be used to purchases items (boardgames, 
balls, skipping ropes...) for classrooms at the 
EcoStore. 

Sending lunches in REUSABLE containers makes a 
huge difference in the amount of waste we produce. THANK 
YOU all for your work on the Litterless Lunch. It 
is making a difference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


